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OPENING HYMN  417 – I’m But a Stranger Here (page 7) 

 

 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER 

 

M   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in the 

promise of the resurrection.  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest.” 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend Lazarus, and you consoled Mary and 

Martha in their distress.  Draw near to us who mourn for the loss of Stu, and dry the 

tears of all who weep.  Calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and fears, and lead 

us to praise you for having brought him to faith.  In your rising from the dead, you 

conquered death and opened the gates to eternal life.  Strengthen us with your Word, 

and lead us through this earthly life until at last we are united with you and all the 

saints in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
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PSALM 23 Read by the presiding minister 
 

M
  1

The LORD is my shepherd;  

  I shall not want. 
2 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

  He leads me beside the still waters. 
3 
He restores my soul: 

  He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

  For His name’s sake. 
 4 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

  I will fear no evil; 

  For You are with me; 

  Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
 5 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  

You anoint my head with oil; 

  My cup runs over. 
6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

  All the days of my life; 

  And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

  Forever. 

 

 

 

Children’s Anthem As a Little Child 

 
O you must become as a little child, Jesus loves me this I know 

As a little child and come unto Him. For the Bible tells me so 

Yes, you must become as a little child Little ones to Him belong 

To share in the kingdom of God. They are weak but He is strong 

 Yes, Jesus loves me 

Come unto Jesus, run into His arms Yes Jesus loves me 

Come unto Jesus and you can Yes, Jesus loves me 

Share the kingdom of God. The Bible tells me so. 
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RESURRECTION COMFORT 
 

M Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 

have received form God.  The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: “The wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Jesus gives us this 

comfort:  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 

 

M Death has been swallowed up in victory!  Thanks be to God! 

C He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

M When Christ, who is our life, appears, 

C Then we also will appear with him in glory. 

 

M We will be before the throne of God 

C And serve him day and night in his temple. 

 

M Never again will we hunger; 

C Never again will we thirst. 

 

M For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to 

springs of living water. 

C And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

 

 

M Let us pray. 

 

God of all grace, you sent your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death and to open 

the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives, we too 

shall live.  Comfort us with your promise that neither death nor life nor things present 

nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
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LESSONS 

 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 43:1-3a 

 

 

HYMN 379 – Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound (page 8) 

 

 

Epistle Lesson Romans 3:22-24 

 

 

 

Gospel Lessons Matthew 11:28-30 

 John 11:17-27 

 

HYMN 440 – On Eagles’ Wings (page 9) 

 

 

SERMON Isaiah 54:10 

 

Focus on that which Cannot be Removed 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy Christian Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS 

 

M Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have finished their lives 

in faith and now rest from their labors.  We remember especially our loved one, Stu, whom 

you have redeemed by the blood of your Son and received as your dear child through Holy 

Baptism.  We thank you for giving him to us as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage.  In 

your compassion, comfort all who are sad in this hour.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

M We praise you for your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death.  In our earthly 

sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy in the forgiveness of sins, 

and hope in the resurrection to eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C   Hear our prayer. 
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M You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through your Word and 

sacrament.  You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when there is loneliness now 

and in the days to come.  Brighten our future with a firm trust in your promises and care.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

M Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us:   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

M  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

       The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

C   Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN Softly and Tenderly (page 10) 
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 Softly and Tenderly 
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Stuart Earl Smith 

+ December 13, 1945 – August 22, 2018 + 

 

 
 

Stuart Earl Smith was born in Kettering, England on December 13, 1945, the son of 

Albert Earl Smith (Major, US Army during World War II) and Iris Margaret Ashby.  He 

was baptized March 3, 1946 in the Kettering Parish Church.  The Smith family moved 

from England to New Jersey when Stu was 5 years old.  Stu graduated from Teaneck 

High School in 1963.   

He enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1963 and served at various USAF training 

bases and also 2 years overseas at Takhli Air Base, Thailand during the Vietnam War.  He 

returned to the states in 1968 and was based at Lowry AFB, Denver Colorado.  Stu 

obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Engineering at Louisiana Tech in 1979 through 

USAF education programs, and continued with a Master’s in Public Administration while 

serving in England.  He received his Commission as an Officer in the USAF and served 10 

more years; many of those years at High Wycombe Air Station, England, as the Base Civil 

Engineer. His last assignment was at Wilford Hall Medical Center in San Antonio, TX 

retiring as a Captain in 1989.    

While in Denver, Stu met Diann Teske and they were married July 11, 1970 in Two 

Rivers, Wisconsin.  Shortly before their marriage Stuart was confirmed in the Lutheran 

Church (Christ Our Redeemer) in Denver.  Throughout his life in the church, Stu regularly 

heard the Gospel of Jesus in worship and freely confessed his faith in his Savior.  He also 

served the church on various boards and committees.   
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Stu and Diann were blessed with three children:  Robyn, (Denver, CO), Ryan, (Sedalia, 

MO) and Alison, (High Wycombe, England).   The family relocated to Dallas, Texas 

where he was the Director of Healthcare Facility Management for Presbyterian Hospital of 

Dallas in 1989-1995. From 1995 to 2000, he was offered a positon to help build the North 

Austin Medical Center in Austin.  The family moved to Georgetown, and lived there until 

2000, when he relocated back to the Dallas area for another 10 years of Healthcare 

Engineering employment. During his professional career, Stuart served on various 

National Healthcare committees and Boards especially in the 1990s when he also obtained 

his Professional Engineering (PE) license. He retired from employment in 2010.  Shortly 

after his retirement, he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and although he fought 

bravely for several years, on August 22
nd

 he went to his heavenly home to be with Jesus.   

He leaves behind his wife, Diann of 48 years; children, Robyn (Walter) LeMaire of Spring, 

TX; Ryan (Meaghan) Smith of Houston, TX; Alison (Stephen) Prince of Bryan, TX. 

 Grandchildren are Avery and Shelby LeMaire, Tyler and Dawson Smith, and Elijah 

Prince.  Sister, Debbie (Drew) Makovec, Brother Dave (Nancy) Smith and niece Kelli 

(Nick) Sickler. Great nieces include Olivia and Isabella Sickler.    Preceding him in death 

are parents Albert and Margaret, brother, Rodney and niece, Kristin (Makovec) 

Bourkland.   

Memorial donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association or Calvary Lutheran 

Church, 9807 Church Road, Dallas, TX 75238. 

 

 

 

 

 


